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discounts that may be given to customers
to assure brand loyalty. She said the
conference committee brought about an
improved bill through its deliberations.

The conference report on S.F. 58,
authored by Sen. Leo Foley (DFL-Coon
Rapids), was also adopted. The bill
reduces from 0.10 to 0.08 the per se
alcohol concentration level for impair-
ment offenses involving driving a motor
vehicle. Foley said the main difference
between the House and Senate versions
involved the effective date of the bill. The
conference committee settled on Aug. 1,
2005, for the effective date, Foley said.
The bill was repassed 47-13.

Sen. Jim Vickerman (DFL-Tracy)

moved that the vote on H.F. 2166 be
reconsidered. The bill, authored by
Vickerman, is the omnibus veterans bill.
Vickerman offered an amendment
removing the penalty contained in the
discrimination provision. Vickerman said
the other body was not comfortable with
the penalty language and that because of
the lateness of the hour it was necessary to
remove the language in order to insure
final passage for the measure. The bill was
amended and repassed on a vote of 62-0.

H.F. 2640 was granted final passage
under a suspension of the rules. The bill,
carried by Sen. Linda Scheid (DFL-
Brooklyn Park), provides funding for the
insurance fraud division in the Dept. of

Commerce. Scheid said the measure
requires an assessment on insurers doing
business in Minnesota to fund the
division. The bill was granted final
passage on a 60-0 roll call vote. H.F.
2762, authored by Kiscaden, containing
numerous provisions relating to the
Minnesota Comprehensive Health
Association, was also granted final passage
under suspension of the rules.

A bill, H.F. 2050, relating to gradu-
ates of foreign medical schools was also
passed. The bill, sponsored by Sen. Steve
Kelley (DFL-Hopkins), requires foreign
medical school graduates to use a creden-
tials verification service in order to obtain
a license to practice in Minnesota and
provides for a physician application fee.

Senators Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), left, and Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley) strategize in the Senate chamber.
Photo by David J. Oakes
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Sen. Richard Cohen (DFL-St. Paul)
authored H.F. 2446. The bill authorizes
principles, criteria and procedures for
consolidating and eliminating funds and
accounts within the Dept. of Finance.
Members granted final passage to the
measure as a Special Order. Cohen also
sponsored H.F. 2867. The bill aligns
appropriations for education and human
services with the budget forecast. Mem-
bers adopted an amendment, offered by
Cohen, altering an incorrect appropria-
tion and adding language from a bill
relating to the Public Facilities Authority.
The Public Facilities Authority portion of
the amendment raises the revenue
bonding authority from $1 billion to
$1.25 billion and provides for interest rate
swaps and other agreements. The bill was
granted final passage on a 58-1 roll call
vote.

S.F. 1859, sponsored by Sen. Dallas
Sams (DFL-Staples), authorizes agency
heads to contract with national purchas-
ing organizations for the purchase of
goods. The measure was granted final
passage on a 51-6 roll call vote.

Sen. Wesley Skoglund (DFL-Mpls.)
moved that the vote whereby H.F. 2087
was granted final passage be reconsidered.
Skoglund said the bill, the omnibus data
practices bill, needed to be amended. The
motion was adopted. Sen. Julianne
Ortman (R-Chanhassen) offered an
amendment providing a process to request
an advisory opinion if an individual
believes an information management
system is not operating in compliance
with data privacy laws. The amendment
also requires a criminal justice system
implementation report. The amendment
was adopted. The bill was then granted
final passage for the second time on a vote
of 50-8.

Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley)
sponsored a resolution, S.R. 147, ac-
knowledging the career of Don
Gemberling. Gemberling has assisted the
Legislature for 31 years with the intrica-
cies of the Data Practices Act, Betzold
said, and has been an invaluable help to
the Legislature. The motion to adopt the
resolution was approved.

Education commissioner rejected
Senators used the predawn hours of

the Sat., May 15, session, to take up seven
remaining appointees. Four of the
appointees were highly controversial and
one, Education Commissioner Cheri

Pierson Yecke, was rejected by the Senate.
Under Senate rules, the motion made on
any appointment is to confirm, regardless
of the recommendation of the committee
with jurisdiction over the appointee.
Senate committees recommended against
consenting to three appointments: the
commissioner of education, the commis-
sioner of transportation and a member of
the Metropolitan Council. Appointees
must get a majority of votes to retain their
position.

Only four members spoke on the
Yecke appointment. Education Commit-
tee Chair Steve Kelley (DFL-Hopkins)
said the governor has the power to
appoint, but the Senate has the equiva-
lent power to consent. He does not have a
right to his appointees, Kelley said. He
noted that the constitution does not
provide the Senate with much advice on
how to use its power. Our choice to
consent is assigned to our sense of
prudence, he said. Yecke’s proponents
have talked about her leadership, he said,
and argued that the governor deserves
someone who will follow his direction. “A
commissioner does not just work for the
governor,” Kelley said. Commissioners
must enact laws that are the considered
judgment of Legislators and governors
working together over many years, he
said.

The committee observed that
Minnesota has become divided since
Yecke was appointed, Kelley said. Sena-
tors have seen the division in communica-
tion coming from communities, he said.
The commissioner caused the division
that we observe today, he said, through
her words and actions. She tries to divide
parents from teachers, Kelley said, and
labels those critical of proposed social
studies standards part of a hate-America
fringe. Minnesotans are committed to
closing the achievement gap, but Yecke is
not the right person to lead the effort,
Kelley said. Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-
Thief River Falls) said the flow of infor-
mation from the department has been
stifled under this commissioner. To have a
functioning process, you need free-flowing
information.

Sen. Gen Olson (R-Minnetrista),
ranking minority member on the Educa-
tion Committee, said the battle that has
engulfed Yecke started with the Profile of
Learning. Opponents of the Profile were
labeled as divisive, she said, and
marginalized as long as the Profile

remained state policy. Once the Profile
was repealed, Olson said, its supporters
attacked the so-called divisiveness. Olson
ran through, and responded to, a laundry
list of complaints raised by Yecke’s
detractors. The commissioner is carrying
out the federal No Child Left Behind Act,
Olson said, and should continue to do so
until the Legislature decides to cut the
strings of federal funding. Yecke has used
her connections at the federal department
on our behalf, Olson said. Yecke is
committed to public education, having
worked her way up through the ranks
from being a classroom teacher, Olson
noted. The commissioner recognizes that
our expectations are too low, Olson said,
and wants public education to be the best
it can be. “I would urge you to look at the
bigger picture,” she said. The commis-
sioner has served us well and faithfully
implemented our laws, said Sen. David
Hann (R-Eden Prairie). There are
differences in our state about the direction
of public education, he said, but it is not
fair to say that she caused the division.
Each of us was not elected without
opposition, Hann said, but we do not call
ourselves divisive. That not everyone
supports the commissioner does not make
her divisive, either, he said.

The motion to confirm Yecke was
defeated, 31-35.

Senators also considered the appoint-
ment of Cal Ludeman as a commissioner
of employee relations. Sen. Scott Dibble
(DFL-Mpls.) said there was significant
agreement last year regarding sick and
bereavement leave for state employees.
The department was directed, after the
deal was done, to remove the provisions
under the cover of night, Dibble said. The
commissioner dealt in bad faith with the
Legislature, he said. He also noted that
Ludeman unilaterally barred the Commu-
nity Solutions Fund from participating in
the state employee charitable campaign.
This was a worthy organization that
participated for years, Dibble said, and the
decision smacks of pure politics. Ludeman
was an outstanding Legislator and is an
outstanding commissioner, said Sen. Cal
Larson (R-Fergus Falls). His philosophy is
in tune with most Minnesotans, Larson
said. The Senate consented to the
appointment, 51-14.

Annette Meeks was considered for a
position on the Metropolitan Council.
Meeks is not active in her community,
said Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.),
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whose Senate district is in Meeks’ council
district. She does not represent the views
of most of the people who work on urban
issues in our community, Berglin said.
“We are really without a voice on the
Metropolitan Council,” she said. Berglin
said Meeks is a poor choice to serve an
inner-city, urban district. Dibble said that
anyone serving on a body has a responsi-
bility to uphold the body’s mission.
Seeking to undo the body on which you
serve is disingenuous and a violation of
the public trust, he said. By participating
in a report advocating the abolition of the
council, Dibble said, Meeks violated the
trust of her fellow council members and
the public. It feels like she sought her
position in order to undermine the
council, he said.

Sen. William Belanger (R-
Bloomington) noted that the council
member serving his district, Russell Susag,
has publicly advocated abolishing the Met
Council. Susag was approved without
discussion just a few hours ago, Belanger
said. Not to approve Meeks would be
duplicitous of us, he said. Olson said
Meeks did not seek the appointment, but
was sought for the position. Meeks was on
the staff of the task force that recom-
mended the Legislature abolish the
current structure of the Met Council,
Olson said, but she did not advocate that
recommendation. The report was not her
work, but the work of the task force’s
many members, Olson said. Meeks was
confirmed, 49-16.

The fourth controversial appoint-
ment was that of Lt. Gov. Carol Molnau
as transportation commissioner. Sen.
Steve Murphy (DFL-Red Wing), chair of
the Transportation Policy and Budget
Division, urged members to vote against
confirmation. The commissioner has
shown a serious disregard toward transit,
he said, and raised several issues of
concern. Murphy said Molnau relies too
heavily on proposed tolls as a new
revenue stream for transportation. Tolls
are not the only answer, he said, but can
be part of a badly-needed serious funding
package. The funding package Molnau
brought forward last year, he said, was like
financing roads on a credit card. “Those
chickens are going to come home to roost
in 2007,” Murphy said. He said the
committee’s objection to Molnau was not
just inadequate funding, but also unequal
distribution of the funds. Molnau has
served with distinction, said Sen. Mark

Ourada (R-Buffalo), from the local level
to the Legislature to the governor’s side.
Everyone knows that she knows about
transportation, he said. The disagreement
is about beliefs, about how things should
be done in Minnesota, Ourada said. This
commissioner has done what we have
demanded for years: put money into the
state, he said. The governor and lieuten-
ant governor are coming forward with
serious proposals for future revenue, not
just tolls, Ourada said. Molnau is strong,
capable and qualified. The Senate
consented to the appointment, 38-28.

Senators also confirmed Jim
Bartholomew and Janet Schutz for
positions on the Board of Teaching and
Susan Heegaard as director of the Higher
Education Services Office.

In other action, members granted
concurrence and repassage to S.F. 653,
authored by Sen. Dallas Sams (DFL-
Staples). The bill requires owners and
operators of new multi-station or private
branch exchange multi-line telephone
systems to provide call back numbers and
emergency response locations for caller
location purposes.

Final bills passed
The members returned at dawn, in

the final hours of the legislative day, to
continue processing conference commit-
tee reports and granting concurrence and
repassage to several measures.

The first item of business was the
concurrence and repassage of S.F. 2141.
The bill, sponsored by Sen. Steve Kelley
(DFL-Hopkins), modifies the membership
of the Commission on National and
Community Service. In addition, mem-
bers concurred with the House amend-
ments to S.F. 1859 and repassed the bill.
The measure, sponsored by Sen. Dallas
Sams (DFL-Staples), authorizes agency
heads to contract with national purchas-
ing organizations. S.F. 1787, sponsored by
Sen. Dave Kleis (DFL-St. Cloud),
authorizes local governments to allow
direct deposit. Members concurred with
the amendments by the other body and
repassed the bill on a 62-2 roll call vote.

The conference committee report on
H.F. 2609, authored by Sen. Charles
“Chuck” Wiger (DFL-North St. Paul),
was adopted and repassed. The bill
modifies affirmative action provisions
relating to state employment. The
conference committee report on H.F.

2334, authored by Sen. Tom Saxhaug
(DFL-Grand Rapids) and presented by
Sen. Dennis Frederickson (R-New Ulm),
was also adopted and repassed. The
measure, known as the omnibus DNR
lands bill, provides for the sale and
disposition of surplus state land, adds to
and deletes from various state parks,
forests and wildlife management areas and
modifies state land management provi-
sions.

One of the other major conference
committee reports, on H.F. 2277, was also
adopted and repassed. The measure,
sponsored by Sen. Sheila Kiscaden (IP-
Rochester), is the Dept. of Human
Services licensing bill. When it became
clear that an appropriations bill was not
going to pass, the conference committee
was authorized to include
nonappropriation provisions contained in
the health and human services section of
the omnibus appropriations bill, Kiscaden
said. The bill makes changes to licensing
provisions, regulates child protection
dispositions, clarifies a mental health case
management provision, changes a
provision under child welfare targeted
case management and regulates child care,
long-term care and health care. The bill
was repassed on a 61-3 roll call vote.
Senators also approved and repassed the
conference committee report on S.F.
2263. The bill, carried by Sen. Julianne
Ortman (R-Chanhassen), is a technical
Dept. of Transportation housekeeping
bill. The conference committee report on
the omnibus data practices bill, H.F.
2087, was also adopted. Chief Author
Wesley Skoglund (DFL-Mpls.) said all the
controversial provisions were removed
from the bill. The bill was repassed, 59-5.

Another major conference committee
report was on H.F. 1006, sponsored by
Sen. Linda Higgins (DFL-Mpls.). The bill
provides for conformity with the federal
Help America Vote Act, creates a
complaint process and imposes a penalty.
Higgins said the Senate prevailed on most
of the provisions. In addition, Higgins said
the conference committee report also
includes language from a secretary of state
housekeeping bill. Finally, Senators
adopted the conference committee report
on H.F. 1793. The bill, the omnibus
education policy bill, was sponsored by
Sen. Steve Kelley (DFL-Hopkins). The
bill contains the social studies standards
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and science standards as well as a number
of other policy changes. The bill was
passed on a 45-18 roll call vote.

Members also considered a bill on
Special Orders. S.F. 2605, sponsored by
Sen. Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.), allows for
student mental health screening. Sen.
LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Thief River Falls)
offered an amendment removing the
language of the bill and substituting
language from bills making technical
changes to education finance provisions.
Sen. Gen Olson (R-Minnetrista) objected
to the amendments on the grounds of
germaneness. Stumpf said the provisions
of the amendment relate to education
provisions in the original bill. However,
Sen. Dave Kleis (R-St. Cloud) said the
amendment relates to a substantially
different purpose and pertains to a
substantially different subject. The
amendment was ruled not germane.
Ranum moved to lay the bill on the table.

S.F. 1846, sponsored by Sen. Steve
Dille (R-Dassel), was also designated a
Special Order. The measure requires
participation in a parent education
program in contested custody cases. Dille
offered, and members adopted, an
amendment establishing a new program
called the Minnesota Healthy Marriage
and Responsible Fatherhood Initiative
funded through a $5 increase in the
marriage license fee. The bill was granted
final passage on a 61-0.

Senators turned to consideration of
the closing resolutions. Members granted
approval to resolutions notifying the
House of Representatives and the gover-
nor that the Senate would soon adjourn.
In addition, the body approved a resolu-
tion relating to the conduct of Senate
business during the interim and relating to
the delivery of bills to the governor after
final adjournment. Finally, the Senate
approved a resolution memorializing
former Senators who have died during the
last two years. Members held a moment of
silence in memory of the Honorable Marv
Hanson, the Honorable Rudolph Hanson,
the Honorable Stanley Holmquist, the
Honorable Patricia Kronebush, the
Honorable Ed Novak and the Honorable
Harold Schultz.

The motion to adjourn sine die was
adopted on a 37-25 roll call vote over the
objections of several members of the
Minority Caucus.

Committee Update
Education

Appointments confirmed
The Education Committee met Tues.,

May 11, to consider several gubernatorial
appointments. Members approved the
appointment of Susan Heegaard as
director of the Higher Education Service
Office. The panel also okayed the
appointments of Jim Bartholomew and
Janet Shutz to the Board of Teaching.
The recommendations of the committee
will be forwarded to the full Senate for
final confirmation.

Elections

Appointments confirmed
The Elections Committee, chaired by

Sen. Charles “Chuck” Wiger (DFL-North
St. Paul), met briefly Thurs., May 14, to
consider two gubernatorial appointments.
Members approved the appointments of
A. Hilda Betterman and Felicia Boyd to
the Campaign Finance and Public
Disclosure Board.

Finance

Voting equipment bill advanced
The Finance Committee met Wed.,

May 12, to consider two bills relating to
elections and a bill adjusting appropria-
tions to the March budget forecast.

S.F. 1666, sponsored by Sen. Dan
Sparks (DFL-Austin), provides an
appropriation for purchasing voting
equipment in accordance with the federal
Help America Vote Act (HAVA). The
measure appropriates $26.4 million from
the HAVA fund to the secretary of state
for grants to counties to purchase elec-
tronic voting systems equipped for
individuals with disabilities. Sparks said
the bill is aimed at providing every voter
an opportunity to vote in private without
assistance. In addition, the measure
appropriates $11.6 million to purchase
optical scan voting equipment. However,
the bill requires that all voters be pro-
vided an opportunity to verify their votes,
to change their votes or correct any error
before their ballot is cast, produces a
permanent paper record of the ballot. The
measure also requires electronic voting

systems to accept and tabulate a marked
optical scan ballot. The measure was
advanced to the Senate floor.

Committee Chair Richard Cohen
(DFL-St. Paul) authored a bill, S.F. 2732,
making changes in education and human
services appropriations to reflect the most
current budget forecast. Cohen said the
measure is a technical bill that contains
no changes in policy.

Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Thief River
Falls) offered an amendment providing for
the buy back of the shift of K-12 funding.
The amendment specifies that when the
reserve account reaches $653 million and
the cash flow account reaches $350
million, any other monies will be used to
buy back the shift. “Both the department
and the governor recommend the amend-
ment,” Stumpf said. The amendment was
adopted and the bill was sent to the full
Senate.

The panel spent the balance of the
hearing discussing a bill, S.F. 1907,
creating an administrative remedy for
violations of fair campaign practices in
state and local elections. Sen. Linda
Higgins (DFL-Mpls.) offered an amend-
ment deleting provisions relating to
expanding the membership of the
Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure
Board and shifting the administrative
remedy from the board to the Office of
Administrative Hearings. The amend-
ment was adopted.

Most of the debate on the bill
centered on a change that makes investi-
gation into a violation by county attor-
neys permissive, rather than mandatory.
Higgins said the Office of Administrative
Hearings can provide a cheaper, more
expedited process for investigating
complaints. Members were concerned
about the policy changes in the bill with
the amendment and about the costs
associated with the bill. The panel laid
the measure over for further discussion.

Campaign violations remedy ok’d
The Finance Committee met Thurs.,

May 13, to finish work on a bill providing
an administrative remedy for fair cam-
paign practices violations. S.F. 1907,
sponsored by Sen. Linda Higgins (DFL-
Mpls.), specifies that a complaint alleging
unfair campaign practices must be filed
with the Office of Administrative
Hearings. Members adopted an amend-
ment clarifying concerns from a previous
hearing and advanced the bill to the
Senate floor.
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The committee, chaired by Sen.
Richard Cohen (DFL-St. Paul), also
adopted the division report from the
Transportation Policy and Budget
Division concerning the appointment of
Lt. Governor Carol Molnau and sent the
recommendation to the full Senate.
Cohen explained that the motions were
purely procedural in nature.

The panel reconvened after the floor
session and advanced a technical Dept. of
Finance bill. H.F. 2446, sponsored by
Cohen, authorizes principles, criteria and
procedures for consolidating and eliminat-
ing funds and accounts. In addition, the
measure makes other technical and
clarifying changes to provisions related to
the budget process. The bill was sent to
the Senate floor.

Rules and Administration

Constitutional amendment
proposals advance to full Senate

The Rules and Administration
Committee, chaired by Sen. Dean
Johnson (DFL-Willmar), met briefly Fri.,
May 14, to take action on two bills
proposing constitutional amendments and
the session-end revisor’s corrections bill.

The first constitutional amendment
bill, S.F. 2305, proposes an amendment
requiring the Legislature and the governor
to guarantee the right to affordable health
care for all Minnesota residents. Sen.
Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), chief author
of the measure, offered an amendment
combining the language of her original
bill with the language of a bill authored by
Sen. John Hottinger (DFL-St. Peter). Sen.
Dick Day (R-Owatonna) questioned the
cost of implementing the amendment’s
requirement if it is passed. Berglin
responded that a universal health care
system would cost no more than the
current system, according to the report
issued by the Durenberger Commission on
Health Care. Sen. Thomas Neuville (R-
Northfield) said, “If that is the case, why
not just pass legislation instituting
universal health care?” Berglin responded,
“It would never pass without direction
from the people.” The measure advanced
to the Senate floor.

The other constitutional amendment
dedicates three-eighths of one percent of
the sales tax to arts and environmental
projects. S.F. 401, sponsored by Sen.
Dallas Sams (DFL-Staples), goes on to

spell out the percentages of the receipts to
be used for fish, wildlife, habitat, fish and
wildlife tourism, parks, trails, zoos, lakes,
rivers, streams and arts and humanities.
Sen. Pat Pariseau (R-Farmington) offered
an amendment eliminating the funding
for arts, humanities, history and museums.
Under the amendment, three-sixteenths
of one percent of the sales tax receipts
would be used for environmental pur-
poses. The amendment specifies that 55
percent of the receipts be used to improve
or protect the state’s fish, wildlife, and
habitat and 45 percent be deposited in the
clean water fund for the state’s water
resources. Sen. Ann Rest (DFL-New
Hope) asked about the more specific
purposes spelled out in the original bill
and questioned whether the amendment
accomplished the same purpose. Sams
opposed the amendment because it
removed the arts and humanities from the
proposal. The amendment failed on a 7-
17 roll call vote. Pariseau offered another
amendment specifying that the money
dedicated by the bill must not be spent on
any activities that diminish the rights of
individuals to legally hunt, fish, or trap
game, or the rights of firearms ownership.
Sen. Sandra Pappas (DFL-St. Paul) spoke
against the amendment and said the
language may lead to conflicts among
various projects. Sams also opposed the
amendment. The amendment failed on a
9-15 roll call vote. The measure was
advanced to the floor on a voice vote.

In other action, the panel also
advanced the annual revisor’s corrections
bill. Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-Fridley),
chief author, said the bill is traditionally
among the last bills passed each year and
contains technical corrections for legisla-
tion passed over the course of the session.
The bill was approved and sent to the full
Senate.

Members also advanced two bills to
other committees. S.F. 2491, carried by
Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Thief River
Falls), provides for a school district
employees health insurance pool. The
measure was re-referred to the Finance
Committee. S.F. 2248, sponsored by Sen.
Linda Scheid (DFL-Brooklyn Park), is the
Homeowners Protection Act. The bill was
re-referred to the Tax Committee.

Closing resolutions processed
The Rules and Administration

Committee met in the final hours of the
83rd Legislative Session to process closing

resolutions. The panel, chaired by Sen.
Dean Johnson (DFL-Willmar), granted
approval to resolutions notifying the
House of Representatives and the gover-
nor that the Senate would soon adjourn.
In addition, the panel approved a resolu-
tion relating to the conduct of Senate
business during the interim and relating to
the delivery of bills to the governor after
final adjournment. Finally, the committee
approved a resolution memorializing
former Senators who have died during the
last two years.

Taxes

Tax dedication proposal advances
A measure dedicating a portion of

state sales tax revenue to environmental
and artistic purposes gained the approval
of members of the Tax Committee when
members met Tues., May 11. S.F. 401 will
next be heard in the Rules and Adminis-
tration Committee.

The bill, authored by Sen. Dallas
Sams (DFL-Staples), dedicates $0.00375
of the current $0.065 state sales tax
collected on every $1 of eligible sales to
the two budget areas. Sams said the state’s
natural and artistic resources are central
to the quality of life of Minnesota. He said
the resources deserve stable, dedicated
funding. The bill proposes an amendment
to the Minnesota Constitution to dedi-
cate the revenue.

Polk County Commissioner Warren
Affeldt and Julie Bleyhl, AFSCME, both
spoke against the bill, saying it creates a
large budgetary hole. Affeldt said local
officials in Greater Minnesota support the
concept of dedicating revenue to the
environment, but not at the cost of
severely reducing funding for other
priorities. Sen. Julianne Ortman (R-
Chanhassen) said a fiscal analysis of the
proposal indicates $477 million will be
diverted from other programs in FY 06-07,
under the dedication. When that is added
to the projected shortfall, she said, the
Legislature will have to face a hole of over
$900 million. Such action is not fiscally
responsible, Ortman said.

She offered two amendments reduc-
ing the dedication from $0.00375 to
$0.0025 and $0.00125, respectively. Both
amendments were defeated. Another
Ortman amendment removes the arts
funding and redistributes the funds to
environmental purposes. The amendment
was also rejected.
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An amendment simultaneously
raising the sales tax by $0.00375 to
provide the dedicated funding was offered
by Sen. John Marty (DFL-Roseville).
People like the idea of getting something
for free, he said, but nothing is truly free.
It is more responsible to tell voters what
tax dedication costs, Marty said, than to
add to the state’s budget problem. The
amendment was not adopted, 4-8.

Sen. Warren Limmer (R-Maple
Grove) offered an amendment proposing
a second amendment to the state consti-
tution. The proposal defines marriage as
the union of one man and one woman.
Sams spoke against the amendment,
saying constitutional questions should be
considered separately. Marty said the
entire bill may be struck down by the
courts if the amendment is adopted.
Several unrelated amendments to the
constitution, he said, are unlikely to pass
the single subject test for legislation.
Limmer said he was offering the language
because the proposal has been procedur-
ally blocked at every turn. “I really don’t
have much of a choice,” he said, to get the
proposal before the Senate in advance of
the constitutional deadline to adjourn.
The amendment was defeated, 5-7. S.F.
401 was advanced on an announced 7-5
divided voice vote.

In other action, committee members,
chaired by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller
(DFL-Mpls.), considered several gaming
initiatives. Among the proposals are a
state-sponsored casino at Canterbury Park
racetrack (also referred to as a “racino”), a
state-licensed privately operated casino in
the Metro Area, video slots in bars, a
harness racing facility with a card club in
the northern Metro Area and a Metro
Area casino for two Native American
tribes located in the northern areas of the
state. The vehicle for any gaming legisla-
tion is H.F. 646, carried by Sen. Dick Day
(R-Owatonna). The bill contains the
racino language; any other gaming
proposals are to be offered as an amend-
ment to the bill. No action was taken on
the gaming proposals. The panel heard
from interested parties, including gaming
executives, local officials and representa-
tives of tribal casinos. Consideration of
the proposals extended into the Wed.,
May 12, committee meeting.

New compacts to be considered
Members of the Tax Committee

concluded their consideration of gambling

proposals, Thurs., May 13. The panel
approved a plan providing for additional
compacts with the state’s Indian tribes, as
well as other gaming changes.

Before approving the proposal,
however, committee members took action
on H.F. 646, carried by Sen. Dick Day (R-
Owatonna). The bill authorizes casino
operations at an existing horse racing
facility. Day said Minnesotans understand
the bill’s proposal, also known as a
“racino.” The plan helps agriculture, horse
breeders and the general fund, he said. A
racino at Canterbury Park will not
compete with any tribal gaming opera-
tion, except the nearby Mystic Lake
Casino, Day said. He stressed the 1,400
jobs the plan creates and its anticipated
almost $150 million contribution to the
general fund every biennium. A motion to
advance H.F. 646 was defeated on a 5-7
roll call vote.

Sen. Debbie Johnson (R-Ham Lake)
withdrew from consideration a proposed
constitutional amendment authorizing a
single privately-owned casino. The plan
was supported by Caesar’s Entertainment,
which was considered by many to be the
front-runner for placing a casino next to
the Mall of America. A plan, put forward
by Sen. David Tomassoni (DFL-
Chisholm), to authorize slot machines in
retail establishments, was defeated on a
voice vote.

The additional compacts proposal
was offered by Committee Chair
Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.). The
plan also acknowledges the natural growth
in gaming, provides for a card club and
simulcast operations at a planned harness-
racing facility in the northern Metro
Area, raises from 50 to 100 the limit on
tables at the existing Canterbury Park
card club, provides for a franchise fee for
card clubs, authorizes a card club at
Giants Ridge and requires a study of
gambling taxation. The proposal limits
the new compacts by prohibiting renego-
tiation of the existing compacts, requiring
between 20 and 50 percent of adjusted
gross revenues be remitted to the state,
setting a 20-year life for the compacts and
requiring at least 9 of the 11 tribal
governments to approve the new com-
pacts.

“This is a modest approach to try to
accommodate some of the issues people
have been talking about,” Pogemiller said.
He said that if the governor shows interest
in the plan, the legislative process can be

expedited. “It is an attempt to maintain
trust and respect and maybe move the ball
forward,” he said. Sen. Jim Vickerman
(DFL-Tracy) committed to hear the
proposal in the Agriculture, Veterans and
Gaming Committee, which he chairs.
Vickerman said he is willing to work with
members and the governor on the plan. It
might be a good compromise, he said.

Sen. Julianne Ortman (R-
Chanhassen) moved to delete all of the
bill’s provisions, except the study of
gambling taxes. The motion was defeated.
Sen. Thomas Bakk (DFL-Cook) moved to
delete the provision for a card club at
Giants Ridge. A card club there targets a
casino operated by a tribe that has been a
good member of the Iron Range commu-
nity, Bakk said. “I don’t want a card club
at Giants Ridge,” he said. Tomassoni
disagreed, saying card club style gaming
does not occur in the area now. Gaming
at Giants Ridge could bring new people to
the area who would also use existing
businesses, including the casino. Bakk said
there may be visitors during the summer
months, but the gamblers at the casino
during the winter months are all locals.
There is a limited amount of discretionary
money in the community, he said, and
adding another gambling outlet further
divides the pie. The motion to remove the
Giants Ridge card club was approved.

Committee members then approved a
motion to amend the proposal onto S.F.
2304, a bill sponsored by Pogemiller. S.F.
2304 was advanced to the Agriculture,
Veterans and Gaming Committee, 7-5.
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